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Ottawa, ON-December 4, 2009 December 6 marks the National Day of Remembrance
and Action on Violence Against Women. Pauktuutit Inuit Women of Canada would like

to recognize and support all those working to address violence in Inuit communities.

In 2006, Pauktuutit released its National Strategy for Abuse Prevention in Inuit
Communities. It continues to implement the Strategy’s many recommendations,
including addressing difficult issues such as child sexual abuse. Other activities include
working with shelter workers across the Arctic, and have included providing support to
help establish the newly-incorporated National Inuit Women’s Shelter Association.

“We all have a role and responsibility to play in trying to eliminate violence in our homes
and communities,” said Elisapee Sheutiapik, Pauktuutit’s Interim President. ‘I would also
like to recognize and applaud regional efforts such as the walk to stop violence held in
Kuujjuag, Nunavik on November 25. Together we can do this,” she added.

Pauktuutit is also concerned about the violence and abuse experienced by Inuit women in
southern cities. “We also take this day to honour the murdered and missing Inuit women
in the North and southern Canada. Even though we may not know where you are you will
never be forgotten. You will forever remain in our hearts and prayers,” Sheutiapik
concluded.

“We also want to acknowledge the pain and suffering experienced by Inuit who attended
residential schools, and the continued difficulties many of our children continue to

experience as a result,” said Deborah Tagornak, Pauktuutit’s Manager of Abuse Issues.



It is the hope and desire of Pauktuutit’s Nuluaq Project and its partners that, by working
together as Inuit have done for centuries, abuse can be healed, reduced and eventually
prevented. According to the Strategy, “Unfortunately, abuse has come to be hidden in
many communities and no action is taken. Out of fear and shame, victims remain silent
and abusers are enabled to continue. In some cases, victims themselves are blamed and

threatened. Fear and denial have paralyzed us. Leadership is needed to turn the tide.”

For further information on Pauktuutit’s abuse prevention initiatives, please visit

www.pauktuutit.ca.
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